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LECTURE MATERIAL: DEFINITIONS OF RISK & UNCERTAINTY
[a]
MODULE / COURSE DESCRIPTION:
Firstly, this course aims to chart out an array of transfrontier, massive scale: risks, threats, severe hazards, global challenges, ongoing, fully-fledged transfrontier crises and disasters. It focuses, moreover, on the derivative implications and on related problems, already in progress, or on predictable collateral negative developments, in the short or long term, facing humanity as a whole, at a global and at a glocal level. Such vast, comprehensive negative and complex developments affect life, security, public health, the health and the sustainability of the environment. As a consequence, they are crucial for the attendant quality of life on the planet, currently, but most importantly, imminently, in the future. 

Secondly, the course examines the political initiatives and policies, in this regard, undertaken primarily by international bodies, notably, the United Nations (UN) agencies. Similarly, it brings into focus also corresponding moves at the national and the regional, continental levels, but also on overt or covert reactions to policy initiatives at global level. In this frame, it presents the undertaken UN decisions and protocols and all the measures aiming to pre-empt climate risks. Particular emphasis is placed on themes and guidelines for action which have been adopted by UN member states and brought to prominence and public attention by the Rio Summit on Sustainability, as well as the Protocols of Montreal and of Kyoto. These regard remedies for such a total environmental malaise as the phenomenon of global warming. 

Thirdly, we focus on related problematics appearing in the media and the public sphere. What ideas, reports or action proposals were submitted for public debate about the endangered global place and space? What are the common aspects or the opposing views concerning treatments? What do manifest controversies imply? 
So, in this vein, we aim to monitor how journalism functioned over recent decades, especially since the Rio Summit, in covering such challenges in a responsible, proactive and effective way. Has journalism stood up to its mission? Has it proved willing and capable to inform, ‘educate’ and alert citizens about such risks and related manifest crises? Concrete cases of both national and trans-national media coverage of environmental hazards, pollution cases and crises will be discussed and assessed to this effect. 

Hence, we introduce the notion of ‘NEW JOURNALISM’  examining the options for its due regeneration. We search for a professional ethics and stance which adopt enlightening methodologies in treating trans-frontier global issues beyond the narrow ‘national approach’ and embracing, holistic, universal perspectives. We monitor the extent to which media and journalists publish risk, threat, notably, environmental issues from biased, narrow, ‘nationalist’ or ‘partisan corporate-interests’ perspective or, from a ‘global public goods’ approach. Critical examination raises inevitably, central issues such as: ‘neutral’, ‘normative’ or ‘proactive’ journalism. Should one report facts ‘neutrally’ or, report developments responsibly, but in sensitizing, alerting ways? 

Fourthly, at a more thorough discourse level, the course highlights the vital notion of global (common) public goods. Global public goods concern us all equally and concurrently, consequently, they require radically different stances and changed conduct by all inhabitants of the planet. However, environmental hazards or problems are not the only source to the endangering of global public goods. Other categories of crises and rising trends of regression jeopardize the acquis politique et humanitaire. Therefore, we need to enlarge the focus of the course, so as to also include other causes of systemic entropy or underdevelopment, such as the global financial crisis, threatening the sustainability of the welfare state, and along with it also fundamental human and political rights. 

[b]
SUGGESTED STANDARD LITERATURE:

[1]
Löfstedt Ragnar & Boholm Åsa, (2009), ‘Risk’, (eds), London, EarthScan Publishing 

[2] 
Kaul, Inge, Isabelle Grunberg & Mark A.Stern, (eds), (1999), ‘Global Public Goods’, Oxford University Press
[3] 
Sophia Kaitatzi-Whitlock (2014), ‘E-waste, Human Waste, Infoflation’, chapter 5 in Maxwell R., Raundalen J. & Lager Vestberg N., (eds), Media and the Ecological Crisis, New York, Routledge
[4] 
Beck Ulrich, (2007), ‘World at Risk’, Cambridge, Polity, Oxford 

[5]
Beck Ulrich, (1991), ‘Risk Society’, Polity Press, Cambridge
[c] 
ADDITIONAL - SUPPORTING LITERATURE:
[1] 
European Union, Commission, (2008), ‘A sustainable Future in Our Hands: guide to the EU’s sustainable development strategy’, CEC, Luxembourg

[2]
Stig A. Nohrstedt (ed), (2010), ‘Communicating Risks: Towards the Threat Society?’, Gothenburg, NORDICOM 

[3] 
Glenn Greenwald, (2014), No Place to Hide: Edward Snowden, the NSA, and the U.S. Surveillance State, London, Pluto Press 

[4]
Richard Maxwell, Jon Raundalen, Nina Lager Vestberg, (2014), ‘Media and the Ecological Crisis’, (eds), New York, Routledge 

[5] 
Martin Rees, (2003), ‘Our Final Century: will the human race survive the twenty-first century?’, London, William Heinemann

[6] 
Naomi Klein, (2008), ‘The Shock Doctrine’; Toronto, Random House 

[7]
Habermas Jurgen, (2003), ‘The Future of Human Nature’, Cambridge, Polity

[8] 
Ralston Saul John (1995), ‘The Unconscious Civilization’, New York, Free Press 

[9] 
George Soros, (1998), ‘The Crisis of Global Capitalism: Open Society Endangered’, New York, Public Affairs

[10] 
Gorz Andre, (1980), ‘Ecology as Politics’, South End Press, Boston

[11]
Habermas Jurgen, (2010), ‘Europe the Faltering Project’, Cambridge Polity 

[12]  
Beck Ulrich, (1988), ‘What Is Globalization?’ Polity Press, Cambridge
[13]
Crenson A. Matthew (1971), ‘The Unpolitics of Air Pollution’, The Johns Hopkins University Press, Baltimore & London

[14] 
Kaitatzi Whitlock Sophia, (2005), ‘Europe’s Political Communication Deficit’, Burry St Edmunds, Arima Publishing

[15]
Kaitatzi Whitlock Sophia, (2011), ‘Democratic and Communicative Deficits: the Way to Ex-communicate and Disempower EU Citizens’ , Rome, Il Mulino

[16]
Konstant Tina & Morris Taylor, (2008), ‘Overcoming Information Overload’, London, Hodder Education

[17]
Der Spiegel, (2011), ‘Bild: Die Brandstifter’, (issue 9/2011), Germany

[18] 
Scruton Roger, (1982), ‘Dictionary of Political Thought’, London, Reference
[19] 
Cottle Simon, (2009), ‘Global Crisis Reporting’, Maidenhead, Open University Press - McGrow Hill 
[20]
Greenberg Andy, (2012), ‘This Machine Kills Secrets’, London, Random House - Virgin Books
[21] 
Levitt D. Steven & Dubner J. Stephen, (2003), ‘Freakonomics: a Rogue Economist Explores the Hidden Side of Everything’, W. Morrow – Harper & Collins 
[22]
Varoufakis Yianis, (2009), ‘The Global Minotaur’, London, Zenith Books    

[23] 
Piketti Thomas , (2014), ‘Capital in the 21st Century’, London, London & Cambridge Massachutts, The Belknap Press – Harvard University Press 
[24]
Kaitatzi-Whitlock Sophia, (2014), ‘Greece, the Eurozone Crisis and the Media: The Solution is The Problem’, ‘Javnost – The Public’, http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/rjav20
[d]
DOCUMENTARIES - FILMS:
DOCUMENTARIES
Ferguson Charles (2011), ‘Inside job’, an Oscar winning documentary on the global financial crisis and its ‘reporting’ may be downloaded at the following:
 http://thepiratebay.org/torrent/6185752/Inside.Job.LiMiTED.BDRip.XviD-DEFACED or viewed on-line with Greek subtitles at: http://documentaryheaven.com/inside-job/
Curtis Adam, (2002), ‘The Century of the Self’, a BBC – RDF documentary series production
Yorgos Avgeropoulos, (2013), ‘Golden Times – Cassandra’s Treasure’, 

https://antigoldgr.wordpress.com/2013/05/08/golden-times-cassandras-treasure-documentary/
FICTION FILMS:
[a]
The China Syndrome


[b]
Karen Silkwood

[c]
The Insider



[d]
Video and other works produced by teachers and students. 

[e] 
The Walk
[e]
STRUCTURE OF CLASS SESSIONS 
Each three-hour class session is divided in two parts, with an interval of 15 minutes between them. The first part of the class session is devoted to an ordinary lecture type of teaching by the tutor. Subsequently, the following, second part is devoted to discussion of the issues raised in the lectures and in the relevant literature among all: students and tutor. 

In the way of practical exercises the course may involve visits to specific relevant venues aiming at experiential knowledge and personal evaluation of hazards and risks, along with specific scientific analysis and learning.
[f]
STUDENT EVALUATION: 

In order for students to pass the course successfully and to be accredited with the equivalent of TEN (10) ECTS learning credits, students need, first, to participate diligently in the discussions of the seminar part of the class.  Secondly, they muast select, prepare and present orally in class one topic relevant to issues of risk, hazard or crisis of massive scale and of transfrontier character. Segments one and two correspond to 40% of the total grade value. Additionally, students must submit their oral presentation paper, in a written form. That is, as an academic essay, according to accepted scholarly norms, at the end of the term. This part of student work is evaluated with 60% of their total grade value.
[g]
SUGGESTED TOPICS for STUDENT RESEARCH / ESSAYS  
1]
The Refugee crisis: What Risk and other Acts lead to the present refugee crisis?   
2] 
Climate Deterioration, Climate Change: Global Warming

3]
Privacy and the Problem of Global Surveillance 
4] 
Pollution of Air, Waters and Grounds: Cases: Nuclear, chemical or other and Species under Extinction induced by Ecological Imbalances 
5]
The Scandal of Deceiving about Diesel CO2 Emissions by Volkswagen
6]
Droughts, Fires and Desertifications: Causes, Effects, Future Implications & Risks

7]
 Deregulation of Industrial Production and its Risks for:

Public Health, Future of Biological Agriculture, Biodiversity, Genetically Diverted Goods 

8] 
Unemployment Generating Growth
9] 
The Problem of ‘Infoflation’

10]
Global Spread of Epidemics

11]
Effects and Implications of Glacier Melting and of Sea Level Rising
12]
Financial – Economic Crises and their Immediate and Long Term Effects

13]
Biotechnology and the Future of Human Beings

14]
Journalism in Crisis - Democracy in Danger

15] 
The Greek Sovereign Debt and the Eurozone Deficit and Financial Crisis
[h]
WEEKLY SCHEDULE OF WINTER SEMESTER 
	WEEK IN WINTER
SEMESTER
	BOOKS, ARTICLES, TEXTS
	ISSUES AND CONTENTS

	1. 
WEDNESDAY 
	Presentation of main 

Books: content and scope.
Provision of Lecture Notes 
On Definitions.
	Introduction, General 

aims and Content of the
course. Conceptualization 
of key Terms

	2.
	Book: Löfstedt Ragnar & 

Boholm Åsa, (2009), 

‘Risk’, (eds), pp 1-27, London, 
EarthScan Publishing 
Chap. 1 of book: 
	‘The Study of Risk in the 21st 
Century’, pp 1-27

	3.
	Book: Löfstedt Ragnar & 

Boholm Åsa, (2009), ‘Risk’,
Chapter 2, by Judith A. 
Bradbury, pp 27-43.
	‘The Policy 
Implications of 
Differing Concepts of 
Risk’, pp 27-43

	4. 
	Book: Kaul, Inge, Isabelle 

Grunberg & Mark A.

Stern, (eds), (1999), 

‘Global Public Goods’,

Oxford University Press,
Introduction: pp xix – xxxvi
	Introducing Global 

Public Goods: pp xix – xxxvi

	5.
	Book: Kaul, Inge, Isabelle 

Grunberg & Mark A.

Stern, (eds), (1999), 

‘Global Public Goods’

Chapter 1, by Inge Kaul et al.,

pp 2- 16 
	Chapter 1
Defining Global Public

Goods:  pp 2- 16 

	6.
	Book: Kaul, Inge, Isabelle 

Grunberg & Mark A.

Stern, (eds), (1999), 

‘Global Public Goods’
Chapter 2, pp 20-30
	Intergenerational 

Public Goods: pp 20-30

	7.
[1]

SEMINAR PART

PRESENTATION

BY STUDENTS
	Book: 

Beck Ulrich, (1991), 
‘Risk Society’, 
Polity Press, Cambridge

	Risks and Conflict of Interests among stake-holders:

Risk-takers and 
Risk-victims through the 

Notion of ‘negative externality

	8.
[2]

SEMINAR PART

PRESENTATION

BY STUDENTS
	Book: 

Beck Ulrich, (2007), 

‘World at Risk’, 

Cambridge, Polity, Oxford 
	Missing ‘Global Governance’
and perceived Imminence of 
Global Risks.

	9.
[3]

SEMINAR PART

PRESENTATION(-S)
BY STUDENTS
	Book: 

Beck Ulrich, (2007), 

‘World at Risk’, 

Cambridge, Polity, Oxford 
	Automatic Pilot in

Casino Capitalism?
What Policy Options?

What Reporting Modes?

	10.
[4]

SEMINAR PART

PRESENTATION(-S)
BY STUDENTS
	Book: Löfstedt Ragnar & 

Boholm Åsa, (2009), 

‘Risk’, (eds), Chap. 8, 
by Branden Johnson  

pp: 153-168
	‘Accounting for the Social 
Context of Risk
Communication’, Chap. 8, pp

153-168

	11.
[5]

SEMINAR PART

PRESENTATION(-S)
BY STUDENTS
	Book: 

Ragnar Loefstedt et al. ,
Chap. 9, 

pp. 169-178
	Risk Communication and 

Management in the 

Twenty-first Century’,

pp. 169-178

	12.
[6]

SEMINAR PART

PRESENTATION(-S)
BY STUDENTS
	Book: 

Sophia Kaitatzi-Whitlock (2014), 

‘E-waste, Human Waste, Infoflation’, 

chapter 5 in Maxwell R. et al.  Raundalen (eds), Media and the 
Ecological Crisis, New York,

Routledge 
	Environmental Hazards -
Rising Cases of Risks  

emanating from the 

‘New Digital Economy’ 

	13.
[7]

SEMINAR PART

PRESENTATION(-S)
BY STUDENTS
	
	SYNOPSIS OF TAUGHT 
ISSUES 


[i]
RELEVANT WEBSITES
! List is under revision !

[j] LIST of PARTICIPANT STUDENTS

! List is under revision !
[k]
LECTURE MATERIAL: DEFINITIONS OF RISK & UNCERTAINTY
INAUGURAL LECTURE 

"The revolutionary idea that defines the boundary between modern times and the past is the mastery of risk: the notion that the future is more than a whim of the gods and that men and women are no passive before nature (Bernstein, 1996:1).
DEFINITIONS OF RISK: 

In the ‘Dictionary of Political Thought’ Roger Scruton defines risk in conjunction with uncertainty. 
“Risk and Uncertainty:

‘Risk’ denotes the situation where precise numerical probabilities can be assigned to the various possible outcomes of (policy) choice; [by contrast] ‘uncertainty’ denotes the situation where they cannot. In the former case the odds can be calculated, and a decision can be made on the basis of them. In the latter case this is not so. 


The economic theory of RISK and UNCERTAINTY based on the calculus of probability was first formulated by D. Bernouilli (1700-1782) and provides a theoretical explanation of one of the most important ideological notions of modern capitalism – the notion that an entrepreneur’s profit is offset by his risk. (Scruton, 1982: 410).
END!

LECTURE NOTES 

Sophia Kaitatzi-Whitlock is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Topic: 2021-2022-RISK COMMUNICATION  Sophia Kaitatzi-Whitlock's Zoom Meeting

Time: This is a recurring meeting Meet anytime

Join Zoom Meeting

https://authgr.zoom.us/j/95183398008?pwd=NTdkZUkrMHMzOFpSalNPaDNaTXg0Zz09

Meeting ID: 951 8339 8008

Passcode: 593669

Meeting ID: 951 8339 8008

Passcode: 593669

Find your local number: https://authgr.zoom.us/u/adANo8Cf7j

Fourthly, at a more thorough discourse level, the course highlights the vital notion of: global (common) public goods. Global public goods concern us all equally and concurrently, consequently, they require radically different stances and changed conduct by all inhabitants of the planet. However, environmental hazards or problems are not the only source to the endangering of global public goods. Other categories of crises and rising trends of regression jeopardize the acquis politique et humanitaire. Therefore, we need to enlarge the focus of the course, so as to also include other causes of systemic entropy or underdevelopment, such as the global financial crisis, threatening the sustainability of the welfare state, and along with it also fundamental human and political rights. 

