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This course aims to familiarize students with the principles and techniques of language teaching.  It will bring together current theory and research in order to encourage innovative classroom practice and it will provide students with the opportunity to relate the theoretical knowledge acquired in Ling 3-225 and Ling 3-226 to the choices and decisions English language teachers have to make in their daily teaching practice.  The course will cover a wide range of topics related to the teaching of English as a foreign language to learners of different age groups (e.g. teaching the skills, class management, lesson planning, the role of different discourse types in E.F.L., etc.) and it will attempt to allay the fears that are often expressed by teachers new to the profession. 

Course outline

· Looking at teachers and learners

(a) teachers’ different views and beliefs about teaching and learning

(b) students’ differences (e.g. learning styles and preferences, language learning ability, learning experience, etc.)

· Younger and older learners

It is well known that learners of different ages have different needs, competences, and cognitive skills.  As this course refers to the teaching of English to learners of different age groups, it is essential to discuss differences between younger and older students in relation to their cognitive and language development. 

· Teaching heterogeneous classes
Managing and teaching heterogeneous classes is considered to be one of the commonest problems facing language teachers. Teaching strategies and techniques for dealing with heterogeneous classes (e.g. groupings, grading of activities, etc.) will be explored and discussed.

· Classroom management

Classroom management covers a wide range of issues which are very often ignored in the teaching practice.  These include, among others, students’ seating arrangements and groupings, teachers’ use of their physical presence in class, prevention and treatment of discipline problems, etc.

· Making a lesson plan

Lesson planning aims to provide teachers with a proposal for action that they can follow during their teaching sessions.  Within a lesson plan, teachers identify their teaching aims, specify the content of their lesson, anticipate potential problems. In this course we will explore the purpose and content of a lesson plan, as well as the form it should take. 

· Selecting and developing materials

The selection, development and use of textbooks and supplementary  materials is an important part of teachers’ job, as such materials guide and affect the lesson procedure.  Materials include anything which can be used to facilitate the learning of language (e.g. linguistic, visual, auditory, etc.). Factors that influence the selection of materials, are, among others, students’ age and language level, the methodology adopted, the syllabus and topic selected, etc.

· Teaching vocabulary and grammar

Vocabulary and grammatical structures have traditionally been the basis of all language teaching.  In this course component, students will explore innovative techniques aiming to help language learners to build their vocabulary and expand their knowledge of grammar.

· Teaching the skills

The teaching of skills (listening, speaking, reading and writing) will cover issues such as the reasons and principles that lie behind the teaching of skills, activities that can promote their development, as well as suggestions that future language teachers can explore in their teaching practice.

· In each session, references will be made to (a) the types of feedback teachers can use in their teaching practice, (b) methods of assessing students’ learning and (c) the use of various discourse types (e.g. literature, songs, etc.) in the teaching of English as a foreign language. 
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